Solitary metastasis of a clear cell ovarian adenocarcinoma to the small bowel mucosa.
Metastasis of ovarian carcinoma to the small bowel parenchyma without peritoneal dissemination is uncommon. A 63-year-old woman underwent surgery for a clear cell adenocarcinoma of the ovary and received adjuvant chemotherapy. Eighteen months after the operation, she presented with recurrent occult bowel hemorrhage without evidence of an abdominal mass. Nine months later, a rapidly growing abdominal mass was detected. Laparoscopy revealed a solitary tumor of the ileum covered with an intact serosal layer. Partial ileectomy was performed for tumor resection. Histological examination revealed cells resembling the primary ovarian tumor in the mucosal surface of the small bowel along with an intact serosa. The tumor cells were positive for cytokeratin 7 and negative for cytokeratin 20, suggesting an ovarian origin. This is the first report of solitary metastasis of an ovarian carcinoma to the small bowel parenchyma without peritoneal dissemination. Metastasis to the small bowel should be considered in ovarian carcinoma patients with occult gastrointestinal hemorrhage.